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The literature of Brook Farm is scattered, but it is not meagre, and it overflows with a spirit of joy. The magazine papers referred to are delightful contributions to the sum of mental entertainment. After making full allowance for the effect of distance in lending enchantment to the view, for the writer's desire to set forth the romantic aspects of a chosen theme, for the poetic sentiment which idealizes the past, and, in general, for an amiable disposition to recall only what was pleasant, there remains enough to make the outsider feel that for a brief period a truly golden age visited the earth. Genius, taste, invention, feeling, put forth their best endeavors; tempers were firm and fine ; excellent gifts were discovered and appreciated; every kind of talent was exercised; every species of good nature was encouraged ; every contribution, from the greatest to the least, was heartily welcomed. Spiritual and intellectual, as well as aesthetic, powers were in fairest bloom. They who would penetrate more deeply into the philosophical idea of the institution may consult Noyes's " History of American Socialisms," or Semler's " Geschichte der Socialisrnus mid Commmrismus in Nord America," but no formal treatise will convey the genius which inspired and sustained Brook Farm. The editorcharades, tableaux, dances, picnics, theatricals, readings, games, diversions in the woods or in
